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Follow our trail. Create your journey.

Dear Travel Partners,
After twenty years in the travel industry and more than ten years developing
Trails of Indochina into one of the leading specialty tour operators in the region,
I would like to share with you my personal travel philosophy.
I believe travelers are curious individuals, open to new experiences and to connect
with people from other cultures. I know, because travel is my life.
When our team designs your travel itinerary, we do so with excitement in our
hearts, confident that we can deliver an innovative program which offers
a highly personalized experience.
One of my personal passions is to search for new opportunities to better present my
country and its heritage. Most recently, I was involved in the rescue and renovation
of five eighteenth-century garden houses in my hometown of Hue. In developing
the Ancient Hue Cultural Complex, I am able to share with visitors the original
architecture of the traditional wooden-house and a taste of fine Royal cuisine.
As you read these travel narratives, I’d like you to remember we share this journey
together. Some time back, fate took my sight but through knowing in my heart
what your eyes will see and what your soul will experience, I see again.

John Tue Nguyen, Founder & CEO, Trails of Indochina
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Dragons are symbolic creatures in the folklore of Vietnam.
According to an ancient creation myth, Vietnamese people are descendants
of a dragon and a fairy. To the people, the dragon brings rain, essential for
agriculture. It represents the emperor, the prosperity and power of the nation.
2012 is the year of the Dragon.
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“Our guide was uniformly flawless every step of the way.”

Signature Collection, Vietnam
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Vietnam

CHINA

The Vietnamese enthusiastically embrace foreigners. Nowhere is this more apparent
than Trails of Indochina’s unparalleled network of on-the-ground experts who will
impart to you a deep familiarity with this magical country.

Lao Cai

Sapa

VIETNAM
Centered around lovely Hoan Kiem Lake, Hanoi is said to be protected by its
600-year-old resident turtle—just one reason Vietnam’s thousand-year-old capital
retains a mythical aura. If the traditional shop-houses, majestic opera house, and
adorable cafes hidden in the Old Quarter don’t transport you to another time, try a
first-class cruise on nearby Halong Bay, whose wondrously imposing limestone
karsts feel positively prehistoric.
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Two windows to the past sit a mere 65 miles apart on the central coast. The seat
of the Nguyen Empire, Hue maintains the ruins of its ‘Forbidden City’ and the
reputation of its imperial cuisine. The perfectly preserved riverside Hoi An town—
full of flowers, lanterns, tailors and shoemakers—might just be the prettiest little
place in Vietnam.
The best time to visit the vibrant business center Ho Chi Minh City is now, while
it remains rooted in the past, despite zooming atop ubiquitous motorbikes and into
the future. Bright lacquer, brighter neon, bustling markets and luxury stores share
the tree-canopied boulevards of French-colonial architecture that, above the din of
traffic and commerce, keep Saigon so romantic.

Con Dao
Island

Mekong Delta
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Vietnam– A Bespoke Journey

Touch down in electric Ho Chi Minh City, on the
brink of the future even as it maintains the symbols,
lifestyle and moniker (locals still affectionately call it
Saigon) of its storied past.
Admire the French-colonial influences, from the
grand Opera House to the fragrant baguettes. You will
fall in love with Vietnamese iced coffee, see women
wearing the traditional “ao dai” – and marvel at the
motorbikes, motorbikes, motorbikes!
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Xin chao and welcome to Vietnam!

Get a glimpse into how Vietnam has endured, artistically
and militarily. Spend a delightful evening with a family of
talented traditional musicians. During a moving visit to
the Cu Chi tunnels, a former Viet Cong soldier will guide
you through the subterranean system the guerrillas used
against the French and Americans.

Water is integral to life in Hoi An, the lantern-lined
World Heritage-listed old port town where Chinese,
Japanese and European traders left their architectural
marks. Culinary connoisseur Mr. Neville Dean and relics
conservationist Ms. Uyen Ho will guide you through the
local delectable flavors and preserved sites.

In Hanoi, more home visits await: that of acclaimed
artist Dao Anh Khanh, and of Ho Chi Minh himself,
whose private residence holds his Mausoleum. Other
attractions in this pretty, tree-lined capital city include
a thousand-year-old university – Vietnam’s oldest –
and the lovely labyrinth of the Old Quarter.

Then it’s a trip to the rice bowl, the country’s lush
agricultural heartland in the Mekong Delta, where
you’ll cycle through the countryside and be rowed
through canals, meeting people who make their
livelihood off the river.

Nearby Hue, dominated by the Nguyen Dynasty’s
majestic royal citadels and tombs, is at the confluence
of royalty and religion. The resident monks at Ba La
Mat pagoda will invite you to a prayer ceremony, and
you’ll enjoy special access to the beautiful home of an
emperor’s daughter, Princess Ngoc Son.

An overnight train transports you to the magnificently
terraced fields of Sapa, in whose mountains dwell ethnic
minority groups with traditions quite apart from their
compatriots. The polychromatic fabrics and windowless
buildings of people like the Zay, Red Dao and Black
Hmong demonstrate some of Vietnam’s diversity.
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Signature Stay–Hanoi

Hanoi has not always been
the capital of Vietnam.
It was eclipsed by Hue during
the Nguyen Dynasty, but
regained its primacy in French
Indochina from 1902 to
1954. October 2010 officially
marked 1000 years since the
establishment of the city.
On this occasion, Hanoi was
named by Frommer’s travel
guide as one of the
world’s Top Destinations.

Vietnam’s thousand-year-old capital is steeped in charm and history, which is
brought vividly to life to you by scholar Dr. Tran Doan Lam. His introduction to
three millennia of Vietnamese history will provide you with a fascinatingly thorough
knowledge base from which to explore Hanoi.
And there’s much to see, from the pretty lakes (like central Hoan Kiem and its
ancient turtle) to the rich artistic tradition, including painting and water puppetry.
Lose yourself in the winding roads of the Old Quarter as you search out the
adorable cafes secreted down its alleys and up the back stairwells.
Fully immerse yourself into the city’s storied woodwork by staying at the iconic
Sofitel Legend Metropole Hotel, an award-winning French-colonial structure in
the heart of town, featuring a lovely central courtyard with swimming pool, several
dining and bar options, a luxurious spa, health club, and the excellent service of the
old world represented today.
Your last stop is other-worldly: the stunning limestone karsts and emerald waters of
Halong Bay, the overwhelming landscape depicted in the film Indochine, starring
Catherine Deneuve. After a drive from Hanoi, set sail on a first-class wooden junk for an
overnight cruise of gourmet meals, caving and even tai chi. It’s a voyage for all ages.
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La Residence, Hue

Signature Stay–Central Vietnam
Step back in time. Bask in serenity. La Résidence
Hôtel & Spa Hue is an enchanting boutique hotel on
the banks of the Perfume River overlooking the former
Imperial Citadel.
Endowed with opulence, excellence, and warmth, this
former Governor’s residence has been painstakingly
restored and converted into an exceptional design hotel.
The hotel’s distinctive bowed façade, long horizontal
lines and nautical flourishes are hallmarks of the 1930’s
streamline moderne school of art deco architecture.
La Résidence Hôtel & Spa is a one-of-a-kind
masterpiece. Buffered by nature, and blessed with a
rich heritage, the hotel offers visitors a warm welcome
and a chance to relive the pleasures of a bygone age.

In 1999, the ancient town of
Hoi An was declared a World
Heritage Site by UNESCO as
a well-preserved example of a
Southeast Asian trading port
of the 15th to 19th centuries,
with buildings that display
a unique blend of local and
foreign influences.
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As Trails of Indochina signature expert Ms. Uyen Ho, of the relics conservation
center, will show you, Hoi An is a World Heritage-listed hodgepodge of Chinese,
Japanese and Vietnamese cultures—all bathed in the romantic glow of the city’s
trademark silk lanterns.
Its tailors and cobblers are among Vietnam’s finest, and fastest; many offer 24-hour
turnaround from measurement to delivery at your hotel. Which is only steps away
at the well-appointed Life Heritage Resort, featuring obliging staff and a Viennese café,
and sitting riverside in the heart of the adorable ancient town.
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The Nam Hai, Hoi An

Soothingly tranquil and surprisingly understated,
The Nam Hai embodies Vietnam’s increasing popularity
as a luxury destination for discerning travelers looking for
a quiet retreat beyond the usual hip and glam found in
other Asian destinations. Hugging a dramatic coastline,
the resort features 35 hectares of beautifully landscaped
gardens dotted by 100 standalone villas, all reflecting
the distinctive melding of contemporary comforts with
aesthetics inspired by traditional Vietnamese architecture.
The Nam Hai’s exquisite Pool Villas offer guests a
choice between one to five bedroom accommodations,
each with private butler service and perks such as daily
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buffet breakfast, afternoon tea service, pre-dinner
cocktails and more. Additionally, the resort features
three separate swimming pools – all overlooking
beautiful Ha My Beach, two distinctive restaurants, a
bar, an exquisite spa, a fitness centre, four tennis courts
and its very own organic vegetable garden.
With three UNESCO World Heritage Sites nearby,
The Nam Hai presents the ultimate destination from
which to experience Vietnam’s rich cultural and
culinary offerings.

Vietnam 45

The Ocean Villas, Da Nang

Located along the stretch of pristine white sand on
Vietnam’s Central Coast, The Ocean Villas are the
perfect launching pad from which to explore the
surrounding wonders. The gorgeously preserved,
lantern-lit Hoi An town is just minutes away, as is
bustling Danang city and its international airport.

to which The Ocean Villas belongs: a five-star resort
community featuring a Greg Norman-designed golf
course, pools, a spa, and an upscale entertainment
complex with multiple dining and nightlife options.
Come relax at the crossroads of it all.

Ancient Cham ruins and the imperial city of Hue
are also easily accessible. Beautiful sights are available
at home, too—in your private-pool villa with giant
picture windows looking out onto blue seas, green
islands and the piece of coast once nicknamed China
Beach—and throughout Danang Beach Resort,
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Life Wellness Resort, Quy Nhon

Mia Resort, Nha Trang

The brand-new Mia Resort Nha Trang is a chic and
chill boutique resort on the sparkling Eastern Sea. All
of the resort’s 50 airy and modern villas and condos have
ocean views; many come with their own private pools.
Nestled in a picturesque private cove, the awardwinning Life Wellness Resort boasts a hilltop spa with
al fresco treatment rooms where you’ll be lulled by the
sound of rolling waves.
Take those massage techniques home after a lesson
from the spa manager. Classes in yoga, tai chi and
meditation round out the relaxation.
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Tucked between verdant mountains and islands on
the central coast, the resort makes quite the first
impression: take in the tiled infinity pool overlooking
the beachfront dotted by basket boats and cheerful
fishing vessels, and all your tension will sail away.

boat to access its sophisticated style and private beach.
Mia exudes the cosmopolitan yet casual vibe long-beloved
in its sister Sailing Club properties.

After relaxing in the spa or playing water sports, the
cliff-hanging Mojito’s and the beachfront Sandals are
scenic and fulfilling dining and imbibing options.
Tucked privately off a mountain pass just 20 minutes
from the perfect parabola of Nha Trang, it’s unlike
most luxury resorts in the area: you don’t have to take a
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An Lam Ninh Van Bay Villas

Signature Stay–Mui Ne

Wind-swept Mui Ne became accidentally famous for its excellent kite-boarding
conditions after a 1995 eclipse brought thousands of gawkers to its lengthy beach
outside the city of Phan Thiet.

Every ingredient for an indulgent time-out has been
brought together to create An Lam Ninh Van Bay
Villas – a new luxury haven of serenity and peace in
Vietnam’s iconic Ninh Van Bay.
Accessed only by private boat transfer, the resort has
a total of just 35 individual guest villas that blend
modernity with traditional Vietnamese touches,
every detail addressed to ensure comfort and a
sense of wellbeing.
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The service is unobtrusive, with your personal butler
providing as much or as little attention as requested.
The surroundings are inspiring: a tropical forest
cascading from the bay’s mountainous backdrop down
to a lagoon and the Eatern Sea, massive granite boulders
strewn throughout the landscape, and a long sandy beach
just waiting to be rediscovered.

Now enthusiasts come from the world over to perform their aquatic acrobatics,
while landlubbers find the giant, saffron sand dunes equally surf-able.
Blue Ocean Resort’s large garden grounds are an oasis in the center of the shore
strip that, with its plethora of bars and restaurants and its laid-back beachtown vibe, is a favorite weekend getaway for Ho Chi Minh City residents and
internationals visitors alike.
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Signature Stay– Ho Chi Minh City
Ho Chi Minh City is the country’s commercial center and, with more than eight
million inhabitants and four million motorbikes, a city that never sleeps. You can
still find, however, the grace and beauty that gave the city its romantic reputation.
Stroll down tree-canopied Dong Khoi, formerly the Rue Catinat depicted in “The Quiet
American.” Boutiques both luxury and traditional share tile-roofed French-colonial
edifices, of which the most enduring examples are the majestic Opera House, the proud
Notre Dame Cathedral, and the Gustav Eiffel-designed Central Post Office.

Ho Chí Minh City was the
capital of the French colony of
Cochin-china and later of
the independent state of
South Vietnam. In 1976,
Saigon was officially renamed
Ho Chí Minh City in honor
of the late leader.
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Just around the corner sits the InterContinental Asiana Saigon, one of latest luxury
hotels in town. It’s known for personalized service, excellent dining and great views
over Saigon. The centrally located hotel is also a convenient base from which to
reach the retrospective Presidential Palace, the farther afield Chinatown and, in an
easy day-trip, the Mekong Delta.
Here, traveling by boat, you’ll see stilted houses, fish farms and orchards in this rice
basket that feeds the country. But Vietnam thrives also because of its cultural and
religious traditions. Spend a delightful evening with a multi-generational family of
talented traditional musicians. And perhaps visit the temple of Cao Dai, a hybrid place of
worship of varying world faiths… yet another example of this city’s fascinating contrasts.
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Six Senses Con Dao, Con Son Island

Located in the south-east of Vietnam, Con Son Island
- part of the Con Dao archipelago of islands a short
45 minute flight from Ho Chi Minh City. In the mid
1990’s, the islands became Con Dao National Park,
home to the endangered hawksbill turtle and green
turtle, and ecosystems that include seagrass meadow
and mangroves.
Lounge luxuriously in any of the 50 pool villas and
choose from single-level to duplex of one, three, and
four bedrooms all with indoor-outdoor bathrooms.
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The arrival and main guest area of Six Senses Con Dao
recreates a Vietnamese village with a local market, and
features truly innovative concepts. At the Vietnamese
kitchen guests can enjoy a traditional Pho while they
can absorb the evening feeling at the Vietnamese coffee
shop and bar.
Furthermore, there is a Deli, Six Senses Gallery
and Six Senses Spa offering a menu of therapies for
rejuvenation, revitalization, and pure relaxation.
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Choosing Trails of Indochina

Trails of Indochina was established in 1999, the
realized vision of Mr. John Tue Nguyen, current CEO,
Founder and sole owner. Without a specialty operator
based in Vietnam focused on bringing to life the
standards expected of our global audience–particularly
in the area of luxury travel that was not being catered
to at the time, John sensed a unique opportunity for
his native country.
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We have grown considerably since our inception,
stretching our legs outside of Vietnam and currently
employ more than 160 staff across six destinations in
South East Asia: Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Thailand,
Myanmar and Bali. Our positive growth has come
through increased demand from a list of loyal industry
partners and their clientele to further explore this still
somewhat undiscovered region.

Our range of Signature Experiences, something
that differentiates us from our competitors, keeps
us absolutely at the forefront of the industry. This,
coupled with our unrelenting focus on consistency and
reliability in delivery, is a potent combination.

Our determined voyage has seen Trails of Indochina
develop into a globally competitive, multi-award
winning organization that has never shifted from its
vision: to deliver absolutely unique and completely
tailored signature experiences in Southeast Asia to the
highest possible global service standards.
Follow our trail. Create your journey.

Headquarters
10/8 Phan Dinh Giot Street
Tan Binh District
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Tel (84 8) 3844 1005
Fax (84 8) 3844 3350
info@trailsofindochina.com
North America Sales Office
4100 Birch Street
Newport Beach,
CA 92660, USA
Tel (1) 888 444 0212
Fax (1) 949 486 5913
us@trailsofindochina.com
Australia Sales Office
PO Box 4045 Maroubra South
NSW 2035, Australia
Tel (61 2) 8003 4595
Fax (61 2) 8347 0024
oz@trailsofindochina.com

United Kingdom Sales Office
67 Old High Street
Oxford
OX3 9HT, UK
Tel: (44) 7882 090311
uk@trailsofindochina.com
Mexico Sales Office
Av. Tintoreto 119-2
Col. Ciudad de los Deportes
México DF 03710, México
Tel (52) 5598 7623
mexico@trailsofindochina.com

www.trailsofindochina.com

