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INSIGHT TO A VETERANõS VIETNAM EXPERIENCE 

24 September ð 05 October 2018 
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Destinations: Vietnam  

Number of guest: 10 ð 14 persons  

Room type: Double/ Twin/ Single  

Room reference: non-smoking, nice view, king size bed (where possible)  

Travel style: Culture & History   

Remarks:  

 

Dates  Destinations  Accommodation  

24 ð 26 Sep 2018 Hanoi Hilton Hanoi Opera  

26 ð 27 Sep 2018 Hue  Saigon Morin hotel  

27 ð 28 Sep 2018 A Luoi  Do Thanh hotel  

28 ð 29 Sep 2018 Quang Tri  Muong Thanh hotel  

29 ð 30 Sep 2018 Hoi An  Anantara Hoi An resort & Spa  

30 Sep ð 01 Oct 2018 Qui Nhon  Avani Qui Nhon hotel  

01 ð 02 Oct 2018 Pleiku  Dakruco hotel  

02 ð 05 Oct 2018 Saigon  Majestic Saigon hotel  

05 Oct 2018 Saigon  Departs for home  
 

DISCLAIMER:  

¶ Tour quotation is based on the suggested hotel/room categories. Price is subject to change due to availability 

and fluctuation in airfares.  
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Day 1  ð Monday  24 Sep 2018 : Hanoi a rrival (Flight to be advised ð own ticket)  

 

The capital Hanoi , located in Vietnamõs north, is the second most populous city in the country with 

approximately 11 million people. Compared to Ho Chi Minh City, Hanoi is more traditional and refined. 

Today it is best known for its thriving contemporary arts scene and French architecture, reflected in many 

colonial villas and some notable public buildings scattered throughout the city. While it is rapidly 

developing, the city has retained many of its architectural features and cultural traditions.  

 

As soon as you deplane, our Immigration Officer  will meet you at the end of the jet bridge (or at the 

entrance of the terminal if there is no jet bridge), holding a signboard with your name(s) on it. The officer 

will assist you with immigration procedures. For those who already have their Vietnam visa , the estimated 

time to clear immigration is approximately 15 -20 min utes per person.  

 

For those applying for a visa on arrival,  the estimated wait time for the visa is usually 30  min utes, 

depending on the number of guests in the queue. (FYI, there is only one visa-on-arrival counter at Noi Bai 

Airport.)  

 

After clearing immigration, our Immigration Officer will escort you to the baggage claim to collect your 

luggage and introduce you to your guide who will be waiting outside the terminal.  

 

If you cannot locate your guide, please go to the Airport information counter situated in the middle of 

Domestic and International arrival lobby (inside the terminal) and call the emergency numbers (+84) 9 1323 

7040 for assistance. Your guide will come to meet you up and t ransfer you to hotel.  

 

Meet with your host, Mr. Chuck Searcy , for a short briefing about your tour schedule over the following 

days. The rest of the day enjoy your leisure at  the hotel õs facilities or wander the neighborhood and soak up 

the local sights and sounds.  

 

Mr. Chuck Searcy is a US Army veteran of the Vietnam War who has knowledge of the history of the wars in 

Vietnam and two decadesõ experience living here. After first returning to Vietnam in 1992 as a tourist, then 

working here for American ve teransõ organizations since 1995, Searcy is now International Advisor to Project 

RENEW in Quang Tri Province. RENEW in the past three years has cleaned up and destroyed more than 

50,000 bombs along the DMZ, provided artificial limbs to more than 1,000 ampu tees, and created income-

generation for hundreds of families suffering from the consequences of the war, UXO, Agent Orang e, poverty 

and related issues. Searcy is currently vice president of the Viet Nam chapter of Veterans For Peace, and a 

lifetime member of Vietnam Veterans of America. He is co -chair of the N GO Agent Orange Working Group. In 

2003 he was awarded Viet Namõs highest honor for a foreigner, the nationõs Friendship Medal. Searcy will 
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share your journey to famous former bases during the Viet Nam -American War and other historic sites with 

names that are seared into the consciousness of the American generation that lived through the decade of war 

that ended in April, 1975. We focus on the journey taking you back to the battlefields of that time, the  

momentous days of your youth, and the contrasts of Viet Nam today.   

 

Meals: None  

Accommodation: Hilton Hanoi Opera/ Deluxe room  

 

Day 2  ð Tuesday 25 Sep 2018 : Insight t o Veteran's Experience  

 

Hanoi has experienced more than 1 ,000 years of colorful history and survived  many ups and downs which 

have contributed to the capital  cityõs charms and unique  attractions. Today, you will explore and discover 

remnants and memories  of the wars, and meet a Vietnamese veteran who was a soldier du ring the American 

war from 1970 -1975, to get a glimpse of this  history and his authentic experience.  

 

0930: Start with  the Hanoi Hilton  where American POWs were imprisoned . Then head to Truc Bach and 

Huu Tiep Lakes  in Ngoc Ha village where the wreckage of a B-52 which was shot down lies partially 

immersed in a lotus pond.  Afterwards drive to Thang Long Royal Citadel  (closed on Mondays). In that 

compound visit the deep underground war bunker which played an important role in the American war, 

especially in  the 12 days and nights of the Ha Noi - Dien Bien Phu air battle during Christmas  1972.   

 

Lunch is at a local restaurant at your own expense.  

 

In the afternoon, continue your  visit to the extensive Army Museum . (Closed on Mondays and Frida ys). 

This repos itory of Vietnam's military history includes rooms full of war propaganda, photographs , and 

historical documents from Viet Namõs wars defending the nation against China, France, and the US.  

End afternoon with a short stroll around Kham Thien S treet , which was a main target of American carpet  

bombing  and was seriously damaged during the 12 days and nights of the òDien Bien Phu of the Airó battle 

in 1972.  

 

This evening, enjoy a dinner hosted by a local veteran  who will share with you his experience s and his life 

during and after the war.  

 

Meals: Breakfast, Dinner  

Accommodation: Hilton Hanoi Opera/ Deluxe room  

 

 
 

Day  3 - Wednesday 26 Sep 2018 : Hanoi -Hue by Vietnam Airlines  #1543 @ 08.40/09.55 Economy 

class) - Hue - Study of 1968 Tet Offensive  

 

Transfer from your hotel to the airport for the flight to Hue.   
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The imperial capital of the Nguyen Lords from the 17th to the 19th centuries, Hueõs splendid emperorsõ 

tombs, ancient pagodas , and the remains of the Citadel contribute to its undeniable royal charm.  

 

Follow the trace s of the 1968 Tet Offensive battle for control of this southern  city , including the old Shell 

Gas Station , the former MACV Compound , Tran Cao Van Street , Girl's Hig h School , Hue 

University, Treasury, Public Health Building, Provincial Capital Building area, and the Church 

of the Redemptress .  

 

We then enter the Citadel, with its ramparts and towers, and visit sites specific to the northern battle, 

including the Chuck  Meadows and Dong Ba Gates where you will meet Mr. Nguyen Dac Xuan , a 

cultur e researcher, one of a survivor  from this Battle. Transfer to Mr. Xuanõs house to participate in a 45-

minute interaction with him . to understand deeply this battle. He is willing to share with you the history of 

the battle and what saw with his own eyes in the past.   

 

Meals: Breakfast  

Accommodation: Saigon Morin Hotel  

 

Day 4 - Thursday 27 Sep 2018 : Hue  - A Luoi - Hamburger Hill (~ 65 km driving ~ 1.5 hour)  

 

Drive to rural A Luoi  District  with stops at the strategic Binh Dien and Bastogne Military Bases , used 

by the Americans to protect Hue against North  Vietnamese attacks during the War. Enjoy the fantastic 

scenery along the way with rolling green hills, crystal -clear streams, and a bridge perching on the rugged 

banks of a small brook that winds its way through scattered big rocks.  

 

Visit A Shau Valley and 937m (3,074ft) high Ap Bia Mountain, dubbed òHamburger Hill ó by the GIs.  The 

name came from the heavy bombardment and shelling there which result ed in severe casualties on all sides 

in  the battle  ð North Vietnamese Army (NVA), US GI s, and the South Vi etnamese Army  (ARVN) . 

 

This evening, enjoy  a gong show perfor med  by local hill tribe people, together with an outdoor  dinner with 

the local people.  

 

Meals: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner  

Accommodation: Do Thanh hotel/ ROH  

 

Day  5 ð Friday 28 Sep 2018: A Luoi  ð DMZ (~ 150 km driving per way ~ 3 hours)  

 

Depart for the Demilitarized Zone  (DMZ), a 5km (3mi) strip of land on either side of the Ben Hai River. 

Established after the first Indochina War, the  zone functioned as the dividing  line between North and South 

Vietnam during the Vietnam War. Stop at places of military significance  just south of the DMZ including the 

former American military base at Khe Sanh, the Rockpile, Camp Carroll, Dakrong suspension 

bridge, Lang Vay Special Forces Camp and more. Explore the Vinh Moc Tunnels where a village was 

constructed underground to avoid bombing .   

 

In the afternoon, stop at the Quang Tri Provincial Mine Ac tion Center f or a briefing at Project RENEW.  You 

will learn about the cleanup operations conducted by explosive ordnance disposal teams that have destroyed 

more than 50,000 bombs throughout Quang Tri Province in the last three years, reducing accidents nea rly to 

zero, keeping todayõs children and adults safe.  Visit the Old C itadel of Quang Tri , the site of a bloody 

battle during the Easter Offensive in 1972 .   

 

Meals: Breakfast and Lunch  
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Accommodation: Muong Thanh Quang Tri / Deluxe room  

 

 
 

Day 6  ð Saturday  29 Sep 2018 : Quang Tri  - Hoi An  (~ 220 km driving per way ~ 4.5 hours)  

 

After breakfast, head to Hoi An. En route stop at a number of different battle sites to see Hai River, Hien 

Luong Bridge, and Seventeenth Parallel .  

 

Check-into your hotel on arrival.  

 

Meals: Breakfast , Lunch  

Accommodation: Anantara Hoi An / Deluxe balcony room  

 

Day 7 ð Sunday  30 Sep 2018 :  Hoi An  - My Lai  with workshop  - Qui Nhon  (~ 295 km driving per 

way ~ 5 hours)  

 

Drive 2.5  hours through beautiful countryside featuring rice paddies, vegetable gardens and cassava patches 

to My Lai , the site of one of the most horrific crimes of the Vietnam War. Pay tribute at the somber Son My 

Memorial  centered on a stone sculpture of an elderly woman, arms carrying a dead child, fist raised in 

defiance.  

 

Explore the small museum on site  and view the photographic displays of the massacre and its aftermath, 

including images of soldiers who protected a group of villagers and those who exposed the a trocities. Tour 

the village where burnt -out shells of homes remain. On a more hopeful note, see how the local people have 

rebuilt their lives since that fateful morning of March 16, 1968. Drive south to Quy Nhon , stopping at the 

Bong Son area to explore th e former area of operations of the 1st Cavalry and 173rd Brigade and the former 

US Army Base of LZ English.  

 

Possible workshop at My Lai Museum with local Veterans. Suggested topic:  òMy Lai before and after war .ó 

 

Meals: Breakfast and Lunch  

Accommodation: Avani Qui Nhon / Avani Deluxe studio  

 

Day  8 ð Monday  01 Oct 2018 : Qui Nhon  - An Khe  - Pleiku  (~ 150 km driving per way ~ 4 hours)  

 

Drive 3 hours along HW19 through An Nhon town with a stop where the French Groupment Mobile  100 

(BR 252 483) at Mang Yang Pass were caught in a devastating ambush .  Stop at An Khe , site of the former 

US Army base of Camp Radcliff. Continue to Hon Kon Mountain , the former base camp of the 1st Calvary . 

Hear to  Dak To for a visit to the Dak To Airf ields 1 and 2, followed by viewing of Hill 875 . 


